The staging of lymphoedema and accompanying symptoms.
Community nurses are recognized as potentially having a much greater role to play in identifying, referring and helping in the long-term management of lymphoedema. This will require knowledge of all stages of the diagnostic and treatment process. In this article, the author discusses staging, or the assessment of the severity of the disease. Staging can be useful not only in deciding the best course of treatment for the individual, but also in measuring the progress of treatment.